By Samantha Hawkins

You may notice a few
planes flying low overhead
if you live around the
Ignace area in the upcom-
ing months. Sander Geo-
physics Ltd. (SGL) has
been contracted by the
NWMO to conduct air-
borne geophysical surveys
of the potential sites for
Canada’s deep geological
repository for used nuclear
fuel.

Of the 15 communities
currently involved in the
process, four, including
Ignace have recently
advanced to the next
phase which involves com-
pleting airborne geophysi-
cal surveys as well as geo-
logical mapping, environ-
mental surveys and inten-
sive learning and planning
with local communities.

NWMO begins aerial survey work

Representatives from the NWMO and SGL met with

media and council members from Ignace, Dryden, and
Sioux Lookout at the Dryden Airport April 8 to discuss
their planned airborne geophysical survey work in the

areaq.

The airborne surveys,
currently underway in the
area, are expected to last
one to three months
depending on the weather
says SGL Pilot André
Lafontaine.

“We are flying visually,
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so we need good weather to
be able to safely see at 300
feet. We talked about a 5
mile visibility limit and
1500 foot ceiling, so when
the weather starts ham-
pering on that, the crews
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A map of the local survey
areas for the NWMO’s air:
borne geophysical surveys
to be conducted to deter~
mine whether there is suit-
able rock to allow Ignace to
continue on in the selection
process to host Canada’s
used nuclear fuel in thé
NWMO'’s proposed  deep
geological repository. .
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are empowered to come back
to base. SGL really puts an
emphasis on safety to ensure
the planes are not exposed té
an unusual amount of risk;
so we do have days that wé

are not going to fly becausé
the weather is not tha!:
good.”

The NWMO, through
these surveys, is lookmg for
amore detailed understand-
ing of bedrock geology to
help identify a suitable site.
This is a new area of explo-
ration for SGL says
Lafontaine as usually they
are looking for rock Wltl';
fractures.

“I've done petroleum
based surveys and
based surveys, but I have
never done this sort of surs
vey, this is a new and inter-
esting direction that the
company is going to take.”

Lafontaine says the mag-
netometres used to measure
and record the underlying
rock formations are totally
passive and have no effect on
residents or anything on the
ground as it is a passive sys:
tem which records thé
earth’s natural magnetlsm
and gravity field.

The two aircrafts will ﬂy
approximately 300 feet or
100 metres above the sur-
face collecting data as they
chart a number of straight
lines over the areas, with
approx]mately 100 metres of
spacing between each ad_]a-
cent line.

Should a suitable site bQ
identified through this
process, the NWMO says the
people in the vicinity would
then be engaged in discus-
sions as to whether or not
the project would be a good
fit for the area.

The NWMO maintains
that the $16-$24 billion pro-
ject can only be implement-
ed with the involvement of
an informed and willing host
community and that it will
take several more years of
study before a suitable loca-
tion can be chosen.



